Duodenal necrosis as the presenting manifestation of polyarteritis nodosa.
Polyarteritis nodosa involves necrotising vasculitis of small and medium-sized arteries. Multiple organ systems are involved. A non-specific and slow course of disease is common. Gastrointestinal involvement is characterised by abdominal pain, nausea and vomiting. Bowel infarction and perforation, cholecystitis and hepatic infarction are well known complications. However, bowel infarction as the presenting symptom of the disease is rare. The case of a 20-year-old male with necrosis of the duodenum heralding polyarteritis nodosa is reported. The patient made a slow recovery after extensive abdominal surgery and a stormy course. The postoperative management and treatment of polyarteritis nodosa are discussed. A high index of suspicion and prompt multidisciplinary approach are needed in order to improve survival in these rare but potentially fatal conditions.